
Welcome to 
Pilgrims’ Way 

Primary School



Pilgrims’ Way Primary School joined Veritas Multi Academy Trust in May 2018 and has been judged by 

OFSTED as a good school with outstanding Early Years. The school provides an ambitious, inclusive and 

irresistible curriculum for the children in our community. We are an exciting and rewarding school that 

enables our pupils and families to feel confident in their journey through education.

We pride ourselves on being a welcoming, friendly and supportive school that serves a wonderful 

community. Our values of respect, resilient, aspire, positive and success underpin all aspects of school life:

• We RESPECT all members of our community

• We are RESILIENT in all we do, learning from our mistakes

• We ASPIRE to do our very best and learn from other people’s achievements

• We are POSITIVE about our, and other people's, learning and achievements

• We celebrate SUCCESS in our, and other people’s, learning

Our irresistible curriculum promotes independence through purposeful learning experiences and it 

enables our children to become confident and well-rounded individuals with a thirst for learning. We are 

extremely proud of our Forest School, which is used all year round to support the curriculum.

I am very proud to be the headteacher of such an amazing school and lead our dedicated and highly 

skilled team in promoting a culture of inclusion, respect and positivity.

I look forward to welcoming you into our school community,

Mrs Emma Campbell, Headteacher

The aim of this pack is to provide you with useful information before your child begins school. After 

reading this, if you have further questions, please do not hesitate in contacting the school office



How to help get your child ready for school

At Pilgrims’ Way Primary school, each child is treated as an individual and their strengths are developed. All children develop at different rates. It is important that your 
child is looking forward to school and knows that we are there to help them.

• Show them the photos of their teachers and explain that if they are worried, we are here to help them. 

• Encourage your child to talk about their feelings and explain how they are feeling.

• Help them to use the bathroom, do up clothes and dress themselves.

• We learn outside each day at our school, so it will help if your child is able to put on wellingtons and put on their own coat. 

• Teach children to put toys, clothes and other resources away, treating them with respect.

• Play simple listening games with them, encouraging them to listen and follow instructions.

• Read stories and books to them, encouraging them to join in. 

• Teach them to use a knife and fork to eat their lunch and to sit at a table for a few minutes when they have finished eating.

• If your child is having a packed lunch, teach them how to open the box or bag.



The School Day

The classroom doors will be opened to children at 8:40am and the school day begins at 8.45am.
The first part of the day is very important as it allows a quiet, calm start to the day. The children complete early morning work and have a bagel to eat.
If you arrive at school after this time your child must report to the school office and be entered into the late book.

Morning sessions for Reception and KS1
1st session 8:45 a.m - 10:30 a.m
Break time 10:30 a.m - 10:45 a.m
2nd session 10:45 a.m - 12:00 p.m (Reception children go into lunch approx. 11:45)

Afternoon for Reception and KS1
12:45 p.m - 3:15 p.m with a 15 min break

Morning sessions for KS2
1st session 8:45 a.m - 10:45 a.m
Break time 10:45 a.m – 11:00 a.m
2nd session 11:00 a.m - 12:00 p.m

Afternoon for KS2
12:45 p.m - 3:15 p.m

At the end of the school day, children will only be released to an approved adult. If you have made alternative arrangements for your child’s collection, 
e.g. you have asked someone different to collect them from school, you must notify the class teacher. You can do this by either speaking to the teacher 
directly or through the school office. If an unapproved adult comes to collect your child, they will not be released to that person until the parent/s have 
been contacted.

Emergency contact numbers are very important so please inform us as soon as possible if they change.



Breakfast Club 8:00am till 8:45am

Breakfast Club runs between 8.00am-8.45am (children 
must arrive between 8:00am and 8:25am).
A member of staff will be in the office between  
8:00am - 8:25am to let children into school and through 
to the hall.

The children have a range of board games and activities 
to choose from, and for breakfast, toast, cereal, fruit, 
milk, water are offered daily.

Cost: £2.50 per child, per day, which must be booked 
and paid for in advance via ParentPay. Bookings can  be 
made up until 7.30am on the day.

A cost of £3.00 per child, per day will be charged for any 
child not pre-booked.



Stay ‘n’ Play 3:15pm till 6:00pm
Operated by TeamTheme Kent





Uniform
At Pilgrims’ Way Primary School we want all children to feel 
that they belong, which is why a uniform is so important. 
Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct uniform 
and that all items of clothing brought to school are clearly 
named.

Items with the school logo can be purchased from Barnums 
School Wear by phone (01227 365220), online or by visiting 
the shop at 14-16 William Street, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 5EJ

Barnums offer free delivery to school, shop collection or 
home delivery (charged).

Other generic items can be purchased from high street 
shops and supermarkets.

• White polo shirt (school logo optional*)

• Black skirt/trousers/tailored shorts/joggers/leggings

• Black/grey/white socks

• Plain black/grey tights

• Black shoes or plain black trainers 

• Red and white gingham print dress (summer only)

Every child is allocated to a House Team which determines 
which colour PE Top they will wear. If you are unsure which 
team your child is in, please speak to the school 
office.            

There are sample sizes available to try in the school office.

Sweatshirt

Reversible Fleece

Cardigan
Book bag 

(Yr R and KS1)

PE T-ShirtsFleece

More uniform information can be found on our website. Payment plans can also be organised through Barnums.





Other equipment needed
Active playtimes

Children should have a pair of wellies/change of shoes in school at all times so they 
can take a full part in our active playtimes on the field.

Forest school clothing
Please make sure that your child has:
•A waterproof coat
•Waterproof trousers
•Wellington Boots

•Warm thick trousers (not leggings)
•A warm jumper
•A long-sleeved top
•A hat and gloves
•Children who already own waterproofs (such as all-in-ones or trousers) are 
encouraged to bring them in.
•All of these clothes will get dirty. Please do not bring in clothes which are expensive 
and cannot get dirty.
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Water Bottle
Ensuring access to water and promoting a regular water intake 
throughout the school day is vital for concentration, as children are 
not distracted by the effects of dehydration such as thirst, 
tiredness and irritability. Please provide your child with a named 
water bottle for school. We encourage them to drink frequently 
throughout the day. This will go home at the end of each day and 
should be returned with fresh water the next morning. 

Naming items

It is important that all items of school 
uniform, PE kit, book bags, lunch boxes and 
water bottles are clearly marked with your 
child’s name. We encourage children to be 
independent and to look after their own 
belongings.
We do our best to help find lost items, 
however this is more likely to be successful 
if things are named. 
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Lunch in school
Hot meals are prepared daily in our on-site kitchen. They meet the 
government healthy standards and cost £2.50 per day. School 
lunches must be paid, in advance, via Parentpay.

Facilities are also provided for children to eat a packed lunch. We 
encourage parents to ensure that packed lunches are healthy and 
wholesome.

Free School Meals
In Kent, 21% of children receive free school meals. If you are eligible 
and register your child will get:

• a choice of delicious, healthy hot meals every school day at no 
cost - this is worth £470 a year per child and recognised to 
improve behaviour and learning

• meals to cater for cultural, dietary, and religious requirements
• the chance to develop social skills by sitting with friends for a 

school meal
• a £10 food voucher per eligible child each week during the school 

holidays.

With your consent (given on admission paperwork) we will make an 
application on your behalf.

Universal free School Meals
If your child is in year R, year 1 or year 2 they are 
entitled to universal free school meals - all children in 
these year groups can get a free meal at school each day.
We would ask that an application for free school meals is still 
made. If eligible it will ensure free school meals are place for when 
they reach year 3 and they receive the holiday vouchers.

At Pilgrims' Way we have a growing number of our community 
who suffer from a severe nut allergy and require significant 
medication if they come into contact with a nut product. They can 
suffer life threatening consequences if they have a reaction which can 
result from a simple handshake or touching a table where someone 
may have had some nuts in their food.
If your child has packed lunch or brings a snack for break, please check 
that they do not bring in anything that contains nuts





The curriculum - EYFS



The Curriculum – Key Stage 1 and 2

Our inclusive curriculum is designed to build resilient learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills to be responsib le, effective and 
confident members of the community, locally and internationally.

It aims to build a thirst for lifelong learning through exposing children to broad and balanced opportunities.  Our curriculum is carefully planned 
and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build upon the prior knowledge of the children.  There is a strong focus on retrieval practices to 
ensure that children are able to recall their previous learning and build on this, so that they are able to know more and rememb er more. Oracy 
forms a key part of all our learning, and classroom talk between adults and children and between the children themselves is e mbedded in our 
practice.

Whilst the content to be taught is set out in the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for each subject, our Subject Leade rs drive the 
curriculum to reflect the school’s local context.

There is high academic ambition for all pupils and our irresistible curriculum is responsive to our diverse and evolving community. Our curriculum 
gives opportunities to exemplify our school values, aspiring to transform life chances and support positive outcomes for all pupils whose voices are 
heard and who develop skills to tackle barriers that may limit them in fulfilling their future ambitions.

Each term we share a curriculum newsletter with our school community - staff, parents/carers and governors. It allows us all to build a shared 
understanding of what the children are learning and why. This information can enable better school/home support and deepen th e children's 
experiences and understanding.



Staying updated 

We ask parents to download the free ClassDojo app. 
This allows you to connect to your child's class and 
see what they have been up to as well as knowing 
about the positive behaviour points they are earning.
It also allows you to follow the school story page.

Dojo has a messaging function so you can get in 
touch with linked staff members.

Dojo also allows translation to support parents.

We ask parents to sign up to 
ParentPay as this is needed for 
bookings (clubs and parents 
evening) and payments (trips, 
school lunches).

We ask parents to use this 
free app. 
It allows absence to be 
recorded and viewed. 
You can also ensure your 
contact information is up to 
date.
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