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Aims:
At Pilgrims’ Way Primary School, we aim for a high quality geography curriculum which
inspires in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Our teaching
equips pupils with knowledge about places and people; resources in the environment;
physical and human processes; formation and use of landscapes. We also want children to
develop geographical skills: collecting and analysing data; using maps, globes, aerial
photographs and mapping to name and identify countries, continents and oceans; and
communicating information in a variety of ways. We want children to enjoy and love learning
about geography by gaining this knowledge and skills, not just through experiences in the
classroom, but also with the use of fieldwork and educational visits.

Our Geography Curriculum:
Geography at Pilgrims’ Way is taught in termly blocks twice a year (with the exception of the
foundation stage). We implement a geography curriculum that is progressive throughout the
whole school, developing both geographical knowledge and skills. At Pilgrims’ Way, we
ensure that geography has the same importance given to it as the core subjects, as we
believe that it is important that children are taught as broad and varied a curriculum as
possible.

The Foundation Stage
In Reception pupils will: Follow the Development Matters statements for Geography, which
can be mainly found in the EYFS Specific Area of ‘Understanding the World’, which allows
children to:
• Know about similarities and differences in relation to places.
• Talk about how environments vary from one to another.

Key Stage 1

In Year 1 and 2 pupils will:
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as
well as the countries, continents and oceans studied.
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of
hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles
Use aerial images and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic features.
Name and locate the world’s continents and oceans.
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying human and
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and of a contrasting nonEuropean country.
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features and key human
features of geography.
Devise a simple map and use and construct basic symbols in a key and use simple grid
references.

Key Stage 2
In year 3, 4 pupils will:
•
•
•
•
•

Use maps, atlases and globes to locate countries and describe geographical features.
Name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and
their identifying human and physical characteristics.
Describe geographical similarities and differences between countries.
Describe key aspects of physical and human geography.
Use the eight points of a compass, four-figure grid references, symbols and key to
communicate knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world.

In year 5 and 6 pupils will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Identify and describe how the physical features affect the human activity of a location.
Name and locate some of the countries and cities of the world and their identifying
human and physical characteristics.
Identify and describe the geographical significance of latitude, longitude and the Equator.
Understand some of the reasons for geographical similarities and differences between
countries.
Describe and understand key aspects of physical and human geography.
Create maps of locations and identifying patterns.

Differentiation and SEN
In all classes there are children of differing ability and age. We recognise this fact and
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children (including those who may be gifted and
talented or have additional needs) by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the
child. Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of ability, race, gender,
religion, social background, culture or disability.

Cross curricular links

Cross curricular opportunities will be provided within subjects, which include English, Maths,
Science, Art, History, RE and PSHE. This will be delivered in a creative and irresistible way.

Equal opportunities
All children are entitled to an enriched, broad and balanced geography curriculum.

Health & safety
Any trips outside of the school must be risk assessed.

The role of the subject leader
The subject leader is responsible for supporting colleagues in the teaching of geography, for
being informed about current developments in the subject and for providing a strategic lead
and direction for the subject in the school. The subject leader will complete an annual action
plan where they will evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicate
areas for further improvement. Throughout each academic year, the subject leader must
undertake monitoring of geography across the whole school.

Assessment, attainment and monitoring
The geography subject leader and class teacher are responsible for assessment, attainment
and monitoring the standard of the children’s work and the quality of teaching in geography
through class tracking and in line with the school’s assessment policy.
The impact of this is to ensure that children at Pilgrims’ Way are equipped with the
geographical skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key
Stage 3 and for life as an adult in the wider world.
Review
This policy will be reviewed by the Senior Leadership team as part of the school’s two-year
review. Progress will be discussed with the school senior leadership team and reported to
the governors. This evaluation will form the basis for an action plan, which will then inform
the school Short Term Plan.

