Term 2 Curriculum Newsletter
Welcome to our Term 2 curriculum newsletter, we will be publishing one each term to keep you up
to date on what learning is happening in school. Lots more information can be found on our
website.Click here to go to our website curriculum page.
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Review of Term 1

Thank you for your positive feedback on our parent survey last term regarding the curriculum. It was
great to hear that you know what the children are learning about and how you find out. ClassDojo
seemed to be very popular for keeping up to date with the learning that is happening in your child's
class. We will continue to produce a curriculum newsletter each term as well, to ensure we clearly
share what the learning focus is for the term.
Term 1 was a long but very productive time. You should be proud of your children, like we are, with
their enthusiasm for learning. Their questions and observations are really developing and we t hank
you for your support with this.
A priority for us is that children are knowing more and remembering more, we call this retrieval. We
want children to remember what they learnt yesterday, last week, month, term and use it to support
what they are learning now. We plan our curriculum to support this but you can also help us. For
example if your child's topic is about rivers you might want to ask them what they already know,
have they learnt about a river before, have you visited a river in the past?
Click here to watch a really useful video (only 4 mins) we have produced on retrieval for parents.

Learning in EYFS - Nursery and Reception

In the Nursery (Caterpillar class) the children will be delving into three books; Percy the Park Keeper,
Room on a Broom and Stickman. Alongside these they will enjoy selection of Christmas and festival
stories. These books will drive activities for the children through puppets, props, art work,
construction, mark making, maths and nature investigations. Click here to see the planning for Term
2
In Rabbit class the children will be focusing on Celebrations. This will include Diwali, Bonfire Night
and Christmas. This will help drive their learning and develop all areas of the EYFS curriculum. To
support the learning they will be using a number of stories including Rama and Sita, All Are Welcome
here by Alexandra Penfold and the Christmas story.
Children will be focusing on Phase 2 and 3 phonics - there will be a workshop for parents/carers.
The children in Rabbit class will also be learning lots more about being a member of Pilgrims' Way
through developing classroom monitors and learning ambassadors. Click here to see the termly
planning for Rabbit class

What's happening in Key Stage 1 - Year 1 and 2

Year 1: How does the weather affect our lives?
During this topic the children will be building on their previous learning in Year R when they
discussed how the weather felt each day, hot, cold, wet or dry and which season it was. In Year 1
they will be learning about different types of weather in the immediate environment and how the
weather changes across the four seasons. The children will be encouraged to investigate how
weather affects them as individuals on a daily and seasonal basis. The children will then have the
opportunity to build on this knowledge by being introduced to hot and cold areas of the world and
the impact of different weather types. In English the children are going to be reading rhyming stories
by Julia Donaldson. The children will practise recognising, using and matching rhyming words. They
will continue to develop their understanding of adjectives, nouns, verbs and plurals. In Science they
will be exploring how Autumn turns into Winter and identifying and classifying a variety of co mmon
animals.
Click here to see the Year 1 planning

Year 2: Why don’t penguins need to fly?
The children will be studying penguins in Antarctica, we want to give children an insight into places
that contrast with where we live. We want the children to become more aware of the world around
them and know that other places can be very different to Canterbury in terms of landscape, climate
and animals. This unit of work will build on geography learning in Year One where the children learnt
about the different types of weather that exist around the world. English lessons will reflect their
topic of Antarctica and the children will be researching facts about the Antarctic and explorers who
have been there.
Click here to see the Year 2 planning

Find out about Lower Key Stage 2 - Year 3 and 4

Year 3: Why do some earthquakes cause more damage?
This topic takes the children across the world to New Zealand where we focus on physical geography
and one of the major outcomes of tectonic activity in the world- earthquakes. To start with the
children will study one area that suffers from earthquakes frequently, before looking widely at global
patterns. They will be building on their knowledge of maps and globes, continents and oceans from
Key Stage 1. They will be learning about rocks and soils alongside this topic in Science where they
will have look at the layers of the earth and understand the significance of this when looking at
earthquakes
Click here to see the Year 3 planning
Year 4: Why do so many people in the world live in megacities?
The children will learn about the geographic characteristics of settlements and urbanisation through
the study of the world’s megacities (cities with a population of over 10 million). This is important
because globally over half of the world’s population now live in towns and cities in the United
Kingdom this figure has recorded 80 percent. This will build on children’s prior learning of ancient
settlements and Roman cities. Children will also build on their knowledge of continents,
hemispheres and climates.
Click here to see the Year 4 planning

Dive into Upper Key Stage 2 - Year 5 and 6

Year 5: How do volcanoes affect the lives of people?
This topic encourages and supports children not only to understand some of the key physical
processes that shape the Earth, but also to recognise and evaluate the interaction of people with
these physical processes – the very essence of geography. All landscapes and environments offer
opportunities, constraints and, sometimes, risks and hazards to the people who coexist with them.
As the topic evolves, pupils will be able to appreciate how environments may change over time and
how this might bring advantages and challenges to the people who are inter-connected with them.
This topic will build on children’s learning in year 3, where they learned about earthquakes and their
relationship with volcanoes. It will allow them to use this prior knowledge to help understand the
layers of our earth and how interruptions to these layers can lead to natural disasters.
Click here to see the Year 5 planning
Year 6: What are Rivers?
The purpose of this topic is to enable pupils to understand the features and processes of rivers.
Rivers are commonplace in a wide range of environments and pupils will therefore, already know
something about them. The topic begins by establishing the key concept that rivers change over
their course from source to mouth and develop distinctive physical features. Time will be devoted to
exploring rivers, in particular a river in our local area (The River Stour). They will explore the many
ways in which humans interact with rivers and exploit them economically as a resource, especially as
ports for trade. This topic will build on their knowledge of the natural world from their Topics,
Volcanoes and Climate Change in year 5 and their Local History Study in year 4. Click here to see the
Year 6 planning

Knowledge Organisers

Last term we trialled using Knowledge Organisers with the children. Our aim for these was to make it
very clear what we wanted the children to know and remember. We found that they also really
helped teachers to be very clear with the knowledge they wanted to teach. We are still completing
research into how best to use them with the children, some classes used them to allow the children
to ask each other questions, others set up class quizzes or asked the children to fill in a blank
knowledge organisers at the end of the term.
We will introduce Term 2 Knowledge Organisers but will not forget about last terms. They will be
used to support retrieval with the children. Below are links to the Knowledge Organisers for the lead
subject for each year group. If you would like a printed copy for home, just ask your child's class
teacher via ClassDojo and they will send one home for you.
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Parent Survey
Following on from the last parent survey and how useful we found your feedback I am going to make
it a regular feature of the Curriculum Newsletter. We really appreciate it and it helps us to best
support your children. Please take a couple of minutes to complete this term's survey - click here
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter, I do hope it is useful.
Mrs Campbell - Deputy Head and Curriculum Lead

