Term 1 Curriculum Newsletter
Welcome to our new curriculum newsletter, we will be publishing one each term to keep you up to
date on what learning is happening in school. Lots more information can be found on our
website.Click here to go to our website curriculum page.
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Supporting your child

A warm welcome to our new Reception and Nursery children and
their families.

Term 1, in both Rabbit and Caterpillar class, is always an exciting time. The children get to know the
school environment starting with the classroom, toilets and outside area and then build on to the
hall and playground. Miss Annecchiarico and her team focus on making sure the children feel safe
and happy as we know this is when the best learning happens.

Come on in...

In the Nursery (Caterpillar class) the children will be delving into three books; Colour Monster, Elmer
and The Tiger Who Came to Tea. These books will drive activities for the children through puppets,
props, art work, construction, mark making, maths and nature investigations. Click here to see the
planning for Term 1
In Rabbit class the children will be focusing on getting to know each other and have opportunities to
talk about their families. They will be learning how to use a pencil and be able to do lots of mark
making. Owl Babies by Martin Waddell, What Ever Next by Jill Murphy, Harry and the Dinosaurs Go
To School by Ian Whybrow and Counting Creatures by Julia Donaldson will drive the children's
learning and allow them to develop an understanding of numbers to 5. Click here to see the termly
planning for Rabbit class

What's happening in Key Stage 1 - Year 1 and 2

Year 1: How has travel and transport changed over time?

During this topic the children will learn about the development of travel and transport throughout
history. The children will consolidate their understanding of chronology through using time lines and
by making comparisons between old and new forms of transport. Our topic will focus on early travel
methods of the Vikings, through to the invention of cars, trains and aeroplanes. We will also look at
the contributions of the significant individuals George Stephenson and the Wright brothers. This
topic will enable the children to build on their previous learning of talking about past and present
events in their own lives and about features of their environment. We will also build on their ability
to compare objects by talking about their similarities and differences. Click here to see the Year 1
planning

Year 2: Why did the Great Fire of London cause so much damage?
The children will be learning about the Great Fire of London because it enables us to study a
significant historical event beyond living memory and gives us the opportunity to study several
significant individuals such as King Charles II, Samuel Pepys and Christopher Wren. The children will
be able to develop a wide breadth of history skills throughout this topic including the study of
different sources such as paintings and diaries and the use of a timeline. This unit of work will build
on learning from Year One where the children learnt about significant individuals and developed an
understanding of chronology. Click here to see the Year 2 planning

Find out about Lower Key Stage 2 - Year 3 and 4

Year 3: How did the lives of Ancient Britons change during the Stone Age?
Children will be learning about Prehistoric Britain, an important period of time between the arrival
of the first humans in Britain from mainland Europe- between 850,000 and 950,000 years ago and
the first written records of Britain. In Key Stage 1 the children examined history from both living
memory and beyond living memory, as well as significant individuals and events. We will now move
further back in time, to the beginning of our timeline, with an introduction to chronology, to set us
up for future history lessons in year 3 and 4. This will develop on from the historical skills previously
learnt. It can be harder to understand something when it is not visible now, and hasn ’t been within
our lifetimes, therefore, to fully understand the Stone Age they wi ll be immersed within it, in all that
we do this term. Click here to see the Year 3 planning
Year 4: Who were the Anglo-Saxons?
Children will describe and explain what occurred in AD 410 that contributed to the Romans
abandoning Britain forever; they will also identify and describe Anglo-Saxon gods as well as
explaining why Britain converted to Christianity. They will be challenged to pursue their own
research enquiry. This will build on prior learning of investigating and challenging evidence and to
evaluate the significant changes that occurred in Britain after the Roman occupation, which they
studied in Year 3. Click here to see the Year 4 planning

Dive into Upper Key Stage 2 - Year 5 and 6
Year 5: How did the civilisation of Ancient Egypt both rise and fall?
We are investigating different aspects of the Ancient Egyptians to appreciate the achievements of a
society that existed thousands of years ago. During this investigation, children will be able to identify,
describe and explain many different aspects of Egyptian life, from the role of the Great Pyramids of
Giza to the impact of trade and technological advances. Not only that, children will learn to use a
range of sources to come to conclusions about what is true and what has been elaborated on over
time, a crucial skill when learning about an ancient civilisation. This topic will build on prior learning
from early in Key Stage 2, where children learned about the evolution of the Stone Age into the Iron
Age. By transporting our children to another continent, we can see how another civilisation in
ancient history grew and developed. Click here to see the Year 5 planning
Year 6: Battle of Britain
Why was winning the Battle of Britain in 1940 so important? This investigation enables pupils to
examine a wide range of historical resources to help them gain some insight into the thinking of the
leaders of Nazi Germany in May 1940. It also gives reasons as to why securi ng air superiority was
critical for them to succeed. In addition, it enables pupils to identify and reach a judgement about
the importance of the UK winning the Battle of Britain. This will build upon the previous learning of
propaganda posters and make do and mend (sewing) completed in Year 5. Click here to see the Year
6 planning

Supporting your child

Knowing what your child is learning about in school and chatting to them about it is really powerful.
You don't need to know about the subjects yourself, just ask the children to tell you what they have
learnt. Teachers send home questions you can ask your children each week to encourage them to
talk to you about their learning. This really helps learning stick.
To support you further with knowing what happens in each subject have a look at our subject
overviews which explain what key skills the children learn in each year group.
This year we have introduced knowledge organisers which set out the key facts the children need to
learn that term. These will be saved on your child's class page on the website by the end of this week.
Please have a look at them/print them out. Perhaps you can learn alongside them and/or ask them
some questions about what they have learnt.
Visit our website for lots more information about what the children will learn in school.
A great way to keep up to date on what is happening in your child's class is to download the
ClassDojo app and connect to the class. It allows you to see messages from the teachers and ask any
questions you might have directly to them.

We would really appreciate you taking a few minutes to complete our
curriculum parent survey click here

